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Introductory Remarks 
 

It is clear to me that the world of Richard Hooker scholarship is entering into an 
exciting new phase.  The steady uptick of interest in Richard Hooker that began 
more than forty years ago with the publication of the Folger edition has, far from 
losing momentum, begun gaining speed in the last decade, with new monographs 
devoted to Hooker appearing at the rate of around one per year.  With the steady 
emergence of doctoral students and recently-minted Ph.Ds who have focused their 
work on Hooker, I imagine that this Digest will have no shortage of new material 
to report for the foreseeable future.  Just in the past six months, two journals of 
dedicated special issues to the publication of essays on Richard Hooker (scroll 
down to the journals section), comprising twelve articles of high-quality new 
scholarship. In the past year, a book of essays has been published (scroll down to 
Books and Book Chapters), and another one is slated next year, with three 
monographs on Hooker that I am aware of also on the way. 
 
Perhaps most importantly, it seems that the time has finally come for this new 
stream of Hooker scholarship to start trickling out into the wider academic 
discourse.  Elizabethan and Jacobean scholars in various fields, to be sure, have 
generally been reasonably attentive to developments in Hooker scholarship, even if 
many seem to lag a decade or two behind, but historians of early modern political 
thought, and of developments in Continental Protestantism in this period, have 
largely ignored the potential relevance of Hooker to their areas of inquiry.  With 
the Hooker panels at the Sixteenth Century Society this year, we finally started to 
pierce the fog in the Channel, so to speak, and bring Hooker into conversation 
with scholars of Continental Protestantism, who were represented not only on the 
panels, but in the audience.  These proceedings were of sufficiently high quality to 
gain the interest of a major publisher of books relating to the Reformation period, 
and plans are underway to publish these essays a volume next year.  Stay tuned for 
more.   
Please note that we are looking for the submission of two or three more 
essays (6,000-9,000 words inclusive of footnotes) for this prospective 
volume.  If you are interested in contributing an essay on the theme 
“Richard Hooker and Reformed Orthodoxy,” please contact me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Conferences/Conference Panels Upcoming 
 
Evangelical Theological Society 
November 19-21, 2014 — San Diego, CA 

Panel Session on “A House Divided: Competing Views of Puritan 
Ecclesiology” 
This session, organized by Dr. Peter Beck of Charleston Southern 

University, will explore the different models of Puritan ecclesiology in the early 
17th century.  Dr. Mark Jones will be presenting a paper on Presbyterianism, Dr. 
Hunter Powell will be presenting a paper on Cotton Mather and 
Congregationalism, Dr. Stephen Weaver will be presenting a paper on Hercules 
Collins and Independency, and I (W. Bradford Littlejohn) will be presenting a 
paper entitled, “What Makes a ‘Puritan’? Hooker, Ussher, and English Reformed 
Episcopacy” 
 
Fifth Annual RefoRC Conference 
May 7-9, 2015 — Leuven, Belgium   
CFP closes 2/15/15 
 The theme of this year’s RefoRC conference is “Crossing Borders: 
Transregional Reformations.” This theme affords an excellent opportunity for 
Hooker scholars to begin to explore Hooker’s place in the trans-English Channel 
movement of people (i.e., Thomas Cartwright, Walter Travers, Hadrian Saravia) 
and ideas that shaped his late Elizabethan context.  

Organizer Herman Selderhuis has told me that he is keen to see more 
Hooker and English Reformation scholarship represented at this annual 
conference, so please consider presenting a paper. 
 
Society for Reformation Studies 
April 8-10, 2015 — Cambridge, UK 
CFP still open as far as I can tell, though I can’t find date. 
During the course of the sixteenth- and seventeenth centuries, Christianity in 
western and central Europe underwent dramatic, and often violent, 
transformation. Where there had been one church, there were now several, 
offering competing accounts of Christian theology, worshipping differently, and 
acknowledging diverse, contested authorities.  The discontinuities are obvious, 
even where Reformers claimed continuity with a sometimes distant past. 
Scholarly debate in recent decades, however, has drawn attention also to the ways 
in which doctrine and piety endured across the years of the Reformation.  Many 
aspects of reform were out-workings of impulses already present in late medieval 
Christianity, rather than departures from it.  This conference explores these 
continuities as well as the discontinuities:  how great were religious changes in 
reality, and how wide a gulf did the Reformation actually represent? We therefore 



invite papers (25 minutes maximum) considering these themes of continuity and 
discontinuity in the Reformation(s): European and British, Protestant and 
Catholic. 
Leading us in the consideration of this theme will be: 

§ Dr Kenneth Austin (University of Bristol) 
§ Dr Laura Sangha (University of Exeter) 
§ Professor David Steinmetz (Duke University). 

 
For more information click here. 
 
Sixteenth Century Society 
October 22-25, 2015 — Vancouver, BC 
CFP closes mid-March, 2015 

In addition to the opportunity to submit papers to panels on any number of related 
subjects, the Richard Hooker Society usually sponsors two or three paper panels at this conference, 
which are currently organized by Scott Kindred-Barnes. Should you be interested in presenting a 
paper on Hooker at next year’s conference, you can email Scott at 
scott.kindred.barnes@utoronto.ca to discuss your topic. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Articles/Book Chapters 
These comprise articles and book chapters I have been able to locate, published within 

the past year or forthcoming, that either bear directly on Richard Hooker or are 
closely relevant to a study of his context.  

 
 
Almasy, Rudolph P. “‘To Convert, to Edifie, and to Save Soules’: Richard Hooker 

and the Controvery on Preaching before the Eucharist.” In Daniel F. 
Graves and Scott Kindred-Barnes, eds., Richard Hooker: His Life, Work, and 
Legacy. Essays in Honour of W. David Neelands, 55–73. Toronto: St. Osmund 
Press, 2013. 

 
———. “Richard Hooker’s ‘Labour’ on behalf of the Puritan Conscience.” 

Reformation and Renaissance Review 16.1 (2014): 24–36. 
 
Cadwell, Matther Peter. “Richard Hooker: The Incarnation and the Foundations 

of Anglican Comprehensiveness.” In Graves and Kindred-Barnes, eds., 
Richard Hooker: His Life, Work and Legacy, 3–36. 

 
Dominiak, Paul, “‘From the Footstool to the Throne of God’: Methexis, Metaxu, and 

Eros in Richard Hooker’s Of the Lawes of Ecclesiastical Polity.” Perichoresis 12.1 
(2014): 57–76. 

 
———. “The Logic of Desire.” Reformation and Renaissance Review 16.1 (2014): 37–

51. 
 
———. “Moses the Magistrate: The Mosaic Theological Imaginary of John Jewel 

and Richard Hooker in Elizabethan Apologetics.” In Angela Ranson, ed., 
Defending the Faith: John Jewel and the Church of England. Kirksville, MO: 
Truman State University Press, forthcoming 2015. 

 
Eppley, Daniel. “Contextualizing Richard Hooker’s Hermeneutics.” In Graves 

and Kindred-Barnes, eds., Richard Hooker: His Life, Work and Legacy, 74–91. 
 
Gazal, André. “‘By Force of Participation and Conjunction in Him’: John Jewel 

and Richard Hooker on Union with Christ.” Perichoresis 12.1 (2014): 39–58. 
 
Gibbs, Lee W. “Georges Edelen’s Working Notebook for his Unfinished Academic 

Biography of Richard Hooker.” In Graves and Kindred-Barnes, eds., 
Richard Hooker: His Life, Work and Legacy, 37–51. 

 



Graves, Daniel F. “Who has Chosen the Better Part? Hooker’s Use of the 
Scripture in the Preface to the Lawes.” In Graves and Kindred-Barnes, eds., 
Richard Hooker: His Life, Work and Legacy, 131–44. 

 
———. “1 Corinthians 14:26–40 in the Theological Rhetoric of the Admonition 

Controversy.” Perichoresis 12.1 (2014): 19–38. 
 
———.  “The Rhetorical Coherence of Hooker’s Preface to the Lawes.” 

Reformation and Renaissance Review 16.1 (2014): 9–23 
 
Grislis, Egil. “The Sola Scriptura According to Luther, Calvin, and Hooker, and the 

Creative Complementarity of Cicero, a Pre-Christian Thinker.” In Graves 
and Kindred-Barnes, eds., Richard Hooker: His Life, Work and Legacy, 92–130. 

 
———. “The Influence of the Renaissance on Richard Hooker.” Perichoresis 12.1 

(2014): 93–116. 
 
Kindred Barnes, Scott. “One of the ‘Learned Tracts published long since’: Henry 

Jacob’s Contribution to Richard Hooker’s Reputation.” In Graves and 
Kindred-Barnes, eds., Richard Hooker: His Life, Work and Legacy, 209–29. 

 
———. “Another Look at the ‘Learned Tracts Published Long Since’.” Reformation 

and Renaissance Review 16.1 (2014): 83–93. 
 
Kirby, W. J. Torrance. “The ‘sundrie waies of Wisdom’: Richard Hooker on the 

Authority of Scripture and Reason.” In Graves and Kindred-Barnes, eds., 
Richard Hooker: His Life, Work and Legacy, 145–60. 

 
Jenkins, Gary W. “Conjunctio Christo: The Resolution of a Patristic and Reformed 

Dissonance in Richard Hooker’s Thought.” In Graves and Kindred-
Barnes, eds., Richard Hooker: His Life, Work and Legacy, 161–83. 

 
Littlejohn, W. Bradford. “‘The Edification of the Church’: Richard Hooker’s 

Theology of Worship and the Protestant Inward/Outward Disjunction.” 
Perichoresis 12.1 (2014): 3–18. 

 
———. “The Search for a Reformed Hooker: Some Modest Proposals.” 

Reformation and Renaissance Review 16.1 (2014): 68–82. 
 
———. “Sectarianism and the search for visible catholicity: Lessons from John 

Nevin and Richard Hooker.” Theology Today 71.4 (2014) [forthcoming]. 
 



———. “The Use and Abuse of John Jewel in Richard Hooker’s Defence of the 
English Church.” In Ranson, ed., Defending the Faith, forthcoming 2015. 

 
Neelands, David. “Richard Hooker’s Paul’s Cross Sermon.” Studies in the History of 

Christian Traditions 171 (2014): 245–62. 
 
Russell, Andrea. “Finding God in the Darkness: A Fresh Look at Richard 

Hooker’s A Learned and Comfortable Sermon on the Certaintie and Perpetuitie of Faith 
in the Elect.” Perichoresis 12.1 (2014): 77–92. 

 
Sagovsky, Nicholas. “Hooker, Warburton, Coleridge and the ‘Quadruple Lock’: 

State and Church in the Twenty-first Century.” Ecclesiastical Law Journal 
16.2 (May 2014): 140–46. 

 
Stafford, John K. “Richard Hooker and Predestination Revisited.” In Graves and 

Kindred-Barnes, eds., Richard Hooker: His Life, Work and Legacy, 184–206. 
 
Stanwood, P. G. “Revisiting Izaak Walton’s Lives.” In Graves and Kindred-

Barnes, eds., Richard Hooker: His Life, Work and Legacy, 230–41. 
 
Thollander, Matthew. “The Conciliar Intent of Richard Hooker’s Theological 

Hermeneutic.” Reformation and Renaissance Review 16.1 (2014): 52–67. 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Books 
These comprise books published within the last year or forthcoming that either 
dedicate significant attention directly to Richard Hooker, or to his Elizabethan 

religious and political contexts, or which otherwise seem to provide important and 
illuminating background to the study of Hooker.  (Obviously this last criterion is 

subject to considerable haziness and may be somewhat slanted to my own particular 
interests, such as the relationship of Hooker to Reformed orthodoxy, and the 
possibilities of putting Hooker in conversation with Shakespeare scholarship.)  

Descriptions provided below are from the publisher whenever possible, occasionally 
with further explanatory notes from myself. 

 
Avis, Paul D.L. In Search of Authority: Anglican Theological Method from the Reformation to 

the Enlightenment. London: Bloomsbury T&T Clark, 2014. 
 It looks at the way that Anglican theologians, in the past and today, have developed their 

theories of authority in relation to burning issues. Avis critiques them in a continuous 
dialogue or running commentary and set them in an ecumenical context, comparing 
Anglican positions with Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox and Protestant ones. 

 Ch. 3 is dedicated to “Richard Hooker’s Theological Method,” and chs. 1-2 establish the 
16th-century context.  

 
Graves, Daniel, and Scott N. Kindred-Barnes, eds. Richard Hooker: His Life, Work, 

and Legacy. Essays in Honour of W. David Neelands on his Seventieth Birthday. 
Toronto: St. Osmund Press, 2013. 
Note: My apologies to Dan, Scott, and David for my failure to 
include this in the Spring edition of this Digest. It was sitting 
right on my desk as I compiled that document, and somehow it 
got skipped. 
This new collection of essays by members of the Richard Hooker Society, published in 
honour of one of the world's foremost Richard Hooker scholars, W. David Neelands, 
offers fresh insight into Anglicanism's greatest sixteenth-century theologian. 
Includes essays by Matthew Cadwell, Lee Gibbs, Rudy Almasy, Daniel Eppley, Egil 
Grislis, Daniel Graves, Torrance Kirby, Gary Jenkins, John Stafford, Scott Kindred-
Barnes, and Paul Stanwood (see above in Book Chapters). 

 
McMichael, Ralph, ed. The Vocation of Anglican Theology. London: SCM Press, 2014. 

The Vocation of Anglican Theology seeks to present a contemporary Anglican theology 
rooted in its sources but reaching into the future. 
A range of leading Anglican theologians, including Rowan Williams, Ellen Charry, 
Kenneth Stevenson and Mark Chapman reflect on key theological subjects such as 



Christology, ecclesiology and eschatology. Each subject pairs a selection of excerpts from 
Anglican theologians with an essay. 
This text is ideal for use in courses on Anglican theology. Indeed, it is hoped that it will 
prove to be the standard text for courses in Anglican theology throughout the Anglican 
Communion. 
In one volume, the student can meet Anglican theologians from the past and in the present, 
with the opportunity to learn and to inhabit a common Anglican future 

 
Littlejohn, W. Bradford. The Freedom of a Christian Commonwealth: Richard Hooker and 

the Problem of Christian Liberty [working title]. Emory University Studies in 
Law and Religion. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, forthcoming 2015.  
An adaptation of my doctoral dissertation, in this book I will engage contemporary 
proposals for relating civil obligation and religious liberty that have sought to draw on 
Reformation-era doctrines either to offer descriptive accounts of the rise of modern political 
liberties or prescriptive resources for generating such liberties. I will argue that many such 
accounts are insufficiently attentive to the theological dimensions of the doctrine of 
Christian liberty, and its relationship to civil authority, during the Reformation period. I 
will narrate the complexities and tensions in this doctrine, and offer an extended analysis 
of Richard Hooker’s attempt to offer a theoretical and practical solution to many of them. 

 
———. Richard Hooker: A Guide to His Life and Thought. Eugene, OR: Cascade 

Books, forthcoming 2015. 
 Commissioned for the Cascade Companions series, this brief, popular-level work will aim 

to introduce the key aspects of Hooker’s work—as a pastor, a theologian, and a political 
philosopher—to contemporary readers.  Projected sections will focus on Richard Hooker’s 
life, his Vision and Aims (with chapters on “Protestant,” “Polemicist,” “Philosopher,” 
and “Pastor”), Key Theological Issues (“Salvation,” “Law,” “Scripture,” “Church”), 
and his Legacy. 

 
Pederson, Randall J. Unity in Diversity: English Puritans and the Puritan Reformation, 

1603–1689. Leiden: Brill, 2014. 
Unity in Diversity presents a fresh appraisal of the vibrant and diverse culture of Stuart 
Puritanism, provides a historiographical and historical survey of current issues within 
Puritanism, critiques notions of Puritanisms, which tend to fragment the phenomenon, and 
introduces unitas within diversitas within three divergent Puritans, John Downame, 
Francis Rous, and Tobias Crisp. This study draws on insights from these three figures to 
propose that seventeenth-century English Puritanism should be thought of both in terms 
ofFamilienähnlichkeit, in which there are strong theological and social semblances across 
Puritans of divergent persuasions, and in terms of the greater narrative of the Puritan 
Reformation, which united Puritans in their quest to reform their church and society. 

 



Pooley, Roger. English Prose of the Seventeenth Century, 1590–1700. Longman 
Literature in English Series. London: Routledge, 2014.  
This is the first book-length history of the range of seventeenth-century English prose 
writing. Roger Pooley's study begins with narrative, ranging from the fiction of Bunyan 
and Aphra Behn to the biographical and autobiographical work of Aubrey and Pepys. 
Further sections consider religious prose from the hugely influential Authorised Version to 
Donne's sermons, the political writing of figures as diverse as Milton, Hobbes, Locke and 
Marvell, cornucopian texts and the writings of the new scientists from Bacon to Newton. 
At a time when the boundaries of the `canon' are being increasingly revised, this is not only 
a major survey of a series of great works of literature, but also a fascinating social history 
and a guide to understanding the literature of the period as a whole. 

 
Tierney, Brian. Liberty and Law: The Idea of Permissive Natural Law, 1100–1800. 

Washington, DC: Catholic University of America Press, 2014. 
Liberty and Law examines a previously underappreciated theme in legal history - the idea 
of permissive natural law. The idea is mentioned only peripherally, if at all, in modern 
histories of natural law. Yet it engaged the attention of jurists, philosophers, and 
theologians over a long period and formed an integral part of their teachings. This ensured 
that natural law was not conceived of as merely a set of commands and prohibitions that 
restricted human conduct, but also as affirming a realm of human freedom, understood as 
both freedom from subjection and freedom of choice. Freedom can be used in many ways, 
and throughout the whole period from 1100 to 1800 the idea of permissive 
natural law was deployed for various purposes in response to different problems that arose. 
It was frequently invoked to explain the origin of private property and the beginnings of 
civil government. 
Note: Ch. 8 examines the doctrine of adiaphora in the English Reformation; ch. 9 focuses 
squarely on the thought of Richard Hooker. 

 
 Walsham, Alexandra. Catholic Reformation in Protestant Britain. Aldershot: Ashgate, 

2014. 
This volume examines key aspects of the evolution and experience of the Catholic 
communities of these Protestant kingdoms during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. 
Rejecting an earlier preoccupation with recusants and martyrs, it highlights the importance 
of those who exhibited varying degrees of conformity with the ecclesiastical establishment 
and explores the moral and political dilemmas that confronted the clergy and laity. . . .  
Prefaced by an extensive new historiographical overview, this collection brings together a 
selection of Alexandra Walsham's essays written over the last fifteen years, fully revised 
and updated to reflect recent research in this flourishing field. Collectively these make a 
major contribution to our understanding of minority Catholicism and the Counter 
Reformation in the era after the Council of Trent. 

 



Wills, Garry. Making Make-believe Real: Politics As Theater in Shakespeare's Time. New 
Haven: Yale University Press, 2014. 
Shakespeare’s plays abound with kings and leaders who crave a public stage and seize 
every opportunity to make their lives a performance: Antony, Cleopatra, Richard III, 
Othello, and many others. Such self-dramatizing characters appear in the work of other 
playwrights of the era as well, Marlowe’s Edward II and Tamburlaine among them. But 
Elizabethan playwrights were not alone in realizing that a sense of theater was essential to 
the exercise of power. Real rulers knew it, too, and none better than Queen Elizabeth. In 
this fascinating study of political stagecraft in the Elizabethan era, Garry Wills explores a 
period of vast cultural and political change during which the power of make-believe to 
make power real was not just a theory but an essential truth. 

 



Book Reviews 
Here of course I have used a more exacting set of criteria than above, restricting 

myself to reviews, published in the last year, of books that are either dedicated to or 
very closely relevant to the study of Richard Hooker.  Entries below are organized by 

book title.  
 
 
Percy, Martyn. “In Search of Authority: Anglican Theological Method from the Reformation to 

the Enlightenment. By Paul Avis.” Journal of Anglican Studies FirstView (2014): 1–3. 
 
Ross, H.C. “Richard Bancroft and Elizabethan Anti-Puritanism. By Patrick Collinson.” 

Sixteenth Century Journal 45.1 (2014): 189–90. 
Tapsell, Grant. “Richard Bancroft and Elizabethan Anti-Puritanism. By Patrick 

Collinson.” Journal of Ecclesiastical History 65.2 (2014): 433–34. 
Todd, M. “Richard Bancroft and Elizabethan Anti-Puritanism. By Patrick Collinson.” 

American Historical Review 119.4 (2014): 1349–50. 
 
Gazal, Andre. “Richard Hooker and Anglican Moral Theology. By A.J. Joyce.” Trinity 

Journal 35.1 (Spring 2014): 173–75. 
Kirby, W.J. Torrance. “Richard Hooker and Anglican Moral Theology. By A.J. Joyce.” 

Scottish Journal of Theology 67.4 (Spring 2014): 495–97. 
Shelley, Catherine. “Richard Hooker and Anglican Moral Theology. By A.J. Joyce.” 

Ecclesiastical Law Journal 16.3 (Spring 2014): 370–72. 
 
Brydon, Michael. “Richard Hooker and the Vision of God: Exploring the Origins of 

Anglicanism. By Charles Miller.” Theological Studies 65.2 (2014): 787–89. 
Resch, Dustin. “Richard Hooker and the Vision of God: Exploring the Origins of Anglicanism. 

By Charles Miller.” Reviews in Religion and Theology 21.2 (2013): 357-61. 
Voak, Nigel “Richard Hooker and the Vision of God: Exploring the Origins of Anglicanism. 

By Charles Miller.” Journal of Ecclesiastical History 65.3 (2014): 693–94. 
 
Voak, Nigel. “Richard Hooker, Of the Laws of Ecclesiastical Polity: A Critical Edition with 

Modern Spelling. Edited by A.S. McGrade.” Journal of Ecclesiastical History 65.4 
(2014): 923–24. 

 


